
POLICY         458  
STUDENTS 

 
STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 
The Rice Lake Area School District recognizes that chemical dependency is a treatable illness.  
Chemical dependency is a significant health problem in the United States with psychological, emotional, 
physical, economic, and social problems related to the use of mood-altering chemicals including alcohol 
and other drugs. 
 
Youth-related health problems are primarily the responsibility of the home.  However, community and 
schools share in that responsibility because chemical problems often interfere with the academic, 
personal, and social development of the student. 
 
Therefore, the Rice Lake Area School District wishes to cooperate with all segments of the community 
in making the means of assistance available to those individuals who are affected by their own or 
someone else's chemical use, both to educate and to aid them. 
 
Staff members are expected to refer to a resource person any student who; a) exhibits a definite and 
repeated pattern of decline in his/her school performance which may be alcohol or drug-related, and b) 
manifests any signs, symptoms, or indications of a chemical problem. 
 
Students may also be referred by other students, parents/guardians, or community agencies.  A resource 
person, designated by the administrator, will screen the nature and scope of the problem and determine 
the appropriate form of assistance.  The resource person may consult with the student and contact other 
staff members in the referral process. 
 
No records of a referral will become part of the student's permanent record.  The fact that a student 
participates in the program, including conversations he/she may have with staff members or the resource 
person, will be held confidential in accordance with federal confidentiality regulations and state law. 
 
On the basis of the screening, the resource person may recommend one or more of the following courses 
of action: 

a. No apparent chemical problem - no immediate action. 

b. One-to-one and/or group involvement with the resource person or school counselor. 

c. Referral for outside evaluation and possible treatment (parents/guardians and/or student are 
responsible for all costs incurred in outside evaluation and/or treatment). 

d. Involvement in community support groups, AA, Alanon and Alateen. 
 

At all times, it is the prerogative of the student and his/her family to accept referral to the resource 
person or to outside assistance or to reject it.  However, where either students or parents/guardians do 
not wish to cooperate in making needed assistance available, the student's status in school may have to 
be re-evaluated and appropriate action taken.  The best interests of the student, the nature of the problem, 
and the health, safety, educational opportunity, and rights of other students and staff will taken into 
account. 
 



If a student accepts referral and/or counseling, that fact will be regarded as it would for any illness, with 
respect to benefits and privileges.  So long as a student is involved with the program, and is making 
satisfactory progress, there is no reason why he/she may not remain in school. 
 
The building administrator shall be responsible for communicating and interpreting this policy to 
students, staff, and parents/guardians. 
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